
Tab I. 7 – 2020 Robert S. and Jean E. Graetz Advocacy Award 

 

On December 14, 2020 Bishop Strickland and myself presented the Robert S. and Jean E. 

Graetz Advocacy Award to Mr. Hilton M. Austin, Jr.. The following is the Resolution declaring 

this honor:  

 

Whereas 

 

Whereas, Hilton M. Austin, Jr. opened the first State Public Policy Office in Atlanta, Georgia; 

and 

  

Whereas, through his organizing and leadership the first Human Trafficking Bill was passed in 

the state of Georgia: and 

 

Whereas, his tireless work for criminal justice reform and racial reconciliation continues to 

inspire public advocacy in others; and 

 

Whereas, he took on the role of Director of Advocacy of the ELCA Southeastern Synod, and 

successfully developed a network of advocates and advocacy across the four states of the ELCA 

Southeastern Synod: Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, and Tennessee; and 

 

Whereas, he was one of the founding organizers of the Georgia Interfaith Public Policy Center, 

and served as its Chair of the Board of Directors; and 

 

Whereas, his willingness to answer God's call to “Do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 

God,” has led to engaging, and inspiring, countless others to do the same; therefore be it 

 

Resolved 

 

RESOLVED, to award to Hilton M. Austin, Jr., the Robert S. and Jean E. Graetz Advocacy 

Award, in honor of his courage and faithfulness to the Gospel, in establishing a vibrant 

advocacy program in Georgia and the Southeastern Synod, that will continue for years to come, 

to provide a voice for the voiceless; and be it further 

 

Resolved, to award Hilton M. Austin, Jr., $1,000 to be donated from the Synod to the non-profit 

of his choosing. 

 

Mr. Hilton Austin received this award shortly before his death and a donation of $1,000 was 

made in his honor to the Georgia Interfaith Public Policy Center.  


