
Tab I.8 – 2021 Robert S. and Jean E. Graetz Advocacy Award 

 

The Southeastern Synod Council approved (on 6/4/2021) the following Resolution to bestow 

the Robert S. and Jean E. Graetz Advocacy Award to Mr. Jerry Weyrach:   

 

Whereas 

 

Whereas, In June 1987, Jerry and Elsie Weyrauch’s oldest daughter, Dr. Terri Weyrauch, died 

by suicide in Chicago at the age of 34; and 

 

Whereas, After their daughter’s death, the couple began volunteering in the Atlanta area helping 

suicide survivors and raising money for research, the Weyrauchs set about educating themselves 

about the phenomenon and learned that 132 people die by suicide every day in the United 

States, over 48,000 per year, that there are more suicides than homicides: and 

 

Whereas, Jerry and Elsie soon made it their ministry to develop a national suicide prevention 

strategy, and in 1986 founded the Suicide Prevention Advocacy Network, they have mobilized 

thousands of survivors across the country to lobby for suicide prevention measures and assisted 

in the adoption of the ELCA’s Social Statement on Suicide Prevention in 1999; and 

 

Whereas, Jerry and Elsie’s passion has educated, supported families and saved lives; and 

 

Whereas, Jerry continued the work following Elsie’s death, and continues to work tirelessly to 

equip, engage and empower each us in this work, most recently by encouraging Rostered 

Leaders of the ELCA Southeastern Synod to train in the QPR Suicide Prevention model; and 

 

Whereas, he continues working on a national cross-denominational gathering of Church leaders 

to equip faith leaders in this important work; therefore be it 

 

Resolved 

 

RESOLVED, to award to Jerry Weyrauch., the Robert S. and Jean E. Graetz Advocacy Award, 

in honor of his courage and faithfulness to the Gospel, in being a faithful advocate for Suicide 

Prevention and Awareness in the ELCA Southeastern Synod, and across the ELCA; and be it 

further 

 

Resolved, to award Jerry Weyrauch., $1,000 to be donated from the Synod to the non-profit of 

his choosing.  


