
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Southeastern Synod 

Executive Committee Minutes 

January 10, 2020 10-11:45am 

 

In Attendance 

 

Bp. Kevin Strickland 

Mr. Imran Siddiqui, Vice President 

Rev. Randy Jones, Secretary 

Mr. Steve Gehret, Treasurer 

Mr. Stephen Schrader 

Rev. Beverly Brown 

Rev. Karen Boda 

 

Call to Order 

Vice President Siddiqui called the meeting to order. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Vice President Siddiqui opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

Adoption of the Agenda 

EC2020.01.1 - Approved the Executive Committee agenda as presented. 

 

Approval of the Minutes (Exhibit B.1, B.2, B.3) 

EC2020.01.2 - Approved the minutes of the Executive Committee 

meetings of September 20, 2019, November 19, 2019, and December 10, 

2019 

 

Opening remarks from Bishop Kevin Strickland (Exhibit A.1) including staff 

transitions, Advocacy 

The bishop thanked the Executive Committee for their willingness to attend all 

the extra meetings that have been necessary.   

 

The bishop has been asked to write the forward for a book that is a resource for 

pastors who are ministering to the LGBTQ community. 

 

The bishop will preach on Day One this weekend.  They have given him the 

weekend for free. 

 



The bishop has connected with the PCUSA leadership around the synod.   

 

The bishop was in Guatemala back in November for the Latin American 

consultation. 

 

The bishop received an honorary Doctorate from Newberry.  He was the 

youngest to have ever received a doctorate from his alma mater. 

 

The bishop and the staff went on a retreat and worked out a vision statement. 

 

Pr. Matt Steinhauer will take over Hilton Austin’s position as director of 

advocacy.  He will work 15 hours a week. 

 

Discussion of certain Synod Council agenda items 

Allocation of Mississippi Property Funds – We received $246,000 in the sale 

of the property.  The treasurer, Steve Gehret, suggested that the funds be placed 

in a synod council designated fund as the first step and then at a later time move 

a portion of that to the endowment fund.  This gives us the flexibility necessary 

as we move forward.  These funds will be governed by the financial procedures 

policy established in the September 2019 council meeting. 

 

Christ, Cullman – The visitation with the bishop occurred.  We have received 

a letter from the congregation stating they are leaving the ELCA and affiliating 

with the NALC. 

 

Holy Cross, Hiram – The congregation has decided to close.  They already 

have a bid for their building.  The bishop and staff are giving them suggestions 

about where they might give the proceeds of their building. 

 

Community of Grace Loan 

Roxanne and Stephen have not yet had their consultation with Community of 

Grace.  They will have that consultation by the end of January.  The Synod 

Council will be asked to authorize the Executive Committee to approve a new 

agreement with the congregation. 

 

Inclusivity Goals 

The question was asked, “Do we want to talk about this again in the Synod 

Council meeting?”  The committee said absolutely.  This is already on the 

Synod Council agenda. 

 



Changes to the Synod Council Agenda 

EC2020.01.3 - Make the following changes to the proposed Synod Council 

Agenda 

Add Community of Grace discussion and also the sale of the property in 

Mississippi. 

 

Removal of actions from En Bloc consideration 
No items were removed. 

 

Closing Prayer 

The bishop closed our meeting with prayer. 

 

Adjournment 

Vice President Siddiqui adjourned the meeting. 


