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Pr. Michael Jannett 

Assistant to the Bishop for Formation and Communication 

Council Report for Saturday, September 18, 2021 

Youth Ministry 

GROWING YOUNGER 

The synod youth committee and I will be teaching a 6-week series (via Zoom) on the concepts of 

“Growing Younger” – focusing on 6 core values of congregations that are “growing younger” – 

see more and sign-up here:  https://se-reg.brtapp.com/GrowingYoungInterestForm.   So far, 

about 7 congregations will be joining us for this initiative, and we still have room for more! 

All TN Lutheran Youth Gathering – November 13, 2021 

Due to the uncertainty of COVID-19, we will move the All TN gathering from in-person to 

ONLINE.   Information will be distrusted soon. 

AFFIRM 2022 – June 12-17, 2022 

We are in a holding pattern for AFFIRM.  We are not yet sure what COVID will look like at the 

proposed time of the event, but we will need to make plans later this fall of 2021.   More 

information will come soon. 

2022 ELCA Youth Gathering – July 24-28, 2022 

Plans are well underway for the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering.  So far, plans are a GO for the 

Youth Gathering to occur next year.   The Gathering has created a COVID update and FAQ page 

(https://elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19) in which they address major concerns regarding 

COVID.    The one item of note regarding COVID is that if “social distancing” is still a 

requirement at the time of the Gathering, then the Gathering will likely be cancelled, and 

participants could get refunds, have the Gathering hold their funds for the 2024 Gathering, or 

donate their registration funds submitted thus far. 

Communications 

Link Tree 
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We have added an item called “Link Tree” for social media use.   This adds the opportunity to 

share many links to important information through the “bio” link in Twitter and Instagram and 

Facebook.   Check it out here:  https://linktr.ee/sesynod.   This is formatted for mobile devices, 

but also works on a computer. 

Website Update 

A lot has changed over the last 6 months in regards to our website.   We released the new 

website back in April 2021.    As you can see in the chart below, the number of hits has increased 

3-fold!    During January 2021through April 2021, our website averaged 265,000 views per 

month.    Since May 2021 – when our news site launched – our website has averaged 979,277 

views per month, more than tripling our traffic pre-site launch!     A lot of this is due to the 

mobile-friendly aspect of our website (which was NOT in place before) and the hosting of the 

public video feed for the Synod Assembly in June 2021.   Many thanks to Brick River, our 

hosting site, for helping to design this site, as well as the synod staff who helped me in making 

this site functional and centered on the vision of our synod. 

People are still learning how to navigate the new website.  As such, I shared one video recently 

to help folks “find” things in our new site.  I will release a few more of these videos soon. 

For those who are visual learners, here is the graph of our website views from 1/1/2021 to date: 

 

 

 

Augsburg and Swabia – Companion Synod 
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A 2-week trip is now being planned for June/July 2022 for our synod participants to travel to the 

Augsburg and Swabia synod.    Bishop Strickland and I will be attending during most of the trip.  

I’m excited to be a part of the 25th anniversary of their KonfiCamp (like our Affirm). 

The committee that relates to this synod (and I) have met to start making plans to determine who 

can attend this trip.  We can manage up to 25 participants. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 Pr. Michael Jannett, Assistant to the Bishop for Formation and Communication 
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