
 

 

Gospel: John 14:1-14        Glory to You, O Lord 
1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's 
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know 
the way to the place where I am going." 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know 
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him." 

8 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." 9 Jesus said to 
him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, "Show us the Father'? 10 Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you 
I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe 
me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 
because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 
also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
The Gospel of the Lord              Praise to You, O Christ 
 
God of comfort and peace, we cry out to you in our confusion and anxiety and you remind 
us of your forever presence.  In the midst of chaos, you still the waves and calm the seas 
and put our worries away.  Help us Lord to remember your promises as we go through 
these days. Abide in our relationships with others as we tell our story of your fidelity and 
faithfulness.  May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable 
in your sight, O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. 
 
Jesus has just washed his disciples feet and as he is getting back up and putting his 
robe back on he gathers his disciples around him to spend the next hour or so preparing 
them for life without him.  He knows that Peter will betray him and Judas will deny him 
yet he takes the time to remind them of his promise to be with them forever.  What must 
he be thinking?  How did he keep his composure to share these words with them, his 
friends, in light of what he knows will happen in the next twelve hours?   
 
What an odd pericope to read during the Easter Season and on Mother’s Day no less.  
When we should have resurrection thoughts dancing through our heads and 
thanksgiving for those who mothered us filling our hearts, we step deep into the Farewell 
Discourse of Jesus’ last evening with his disciples.  It is not so weird after all since, in 
this Easter Season we remember and give thanks for the time Jesus walked among us.  
In this setting, Jesus is at his Pastoral best.  He anticipates the confusion his friends will 



 

 

feel in just a little bit and he continues to build on the foundation he has created so that 
they have those memories to strengthen them when he is not with them physically. 
 
For our context, in this pandemic where we mourn those who have already died and 
pray for those who are fighting this disease we worry and wonder if we will stay well so 
we can care for our families, our children, our parishioners and friends in the midst of  
grief that we cannot deny.  The chaos of this time is exacerbated by political debate and 
a pervading intolerance for people across the aisle from us politically.  I hear people on 
each side say, “How can they be so foolish?” instead of trying to understand the position 
of those who are vulnerable and must stay home or those who are broke and must go 
back to work.  To be fair, there are many who try to understand and pray for each other, 
listen and work out differences but social media would tell us otherwise. 
 
As I was writing this sermon I spent an hour or more on a Zoom presentation about 
Coaching for Grief.  Pastors and Deacons, lay leaders, teachers,  and parents are honing 
their skills to offer a listening ear to our loved ones and neighbors who are grieving in 
the midst of this change.  The changes are hard.  When none of us have any idea what 
the future will hold, what can we say to someone who has come to us in the pain of grief 
or deep worry? 
 
Preachers are good at preaching words of affirmation and assurance from places of 
strength.  When we are in our worship spaces, many stand in large wooden pulpits or 
we are elevated on chancels.  This affirmation and assurance are comforting for the 
people in the congregations we serve but now we stand in our backyards or in our living 
rooms - places we are not inclined to lead worship from when things are normal.   
Life is no longer normal and we have as many questions as others.  From those of you 
who took Pastoral Education from the Rev. Dr. Tony Everett at Southern Seminary you 
are familiar with the term WIGIAT - Where is God in all this?  You might join us in 
wondering this same thing.  How do we make sense of the sickness, death, uncertainty, 
instability and anxiety when we are sometimes not sure how to pray to fix it?  God - do 
you hear me?   
 
Absolutely!  Jesus starts off with a word of consolation to his disciples and to us - Do not 
let your hearts be troubled!  Believe in God, Believe also in me.  Not only can you trust 
me, your friend and companion for these last three years but you can trust the One who 
sent me.  God has room for each and every one of us and invites us to rest with God.  
When Jesus refers to dwelling places we read a word in the Greek that is part of the root 
word of abiding - Abide in me, rest with me, put your head on my shoulder and take a 
deep breath.  I am here and I will always be here.  This passage of Scripture is commonly 
used at Funerals to provide comfort for us in deep grief and the pain of new loss.  For 
many of us, that is a reality at this time.  Even if we haven’t lost family or dear friends, 
personally, we know of friends who are suffering loss.  We know of someone in the 



 

 

hospital who fights this disease without family at their bedside. We know that we wake 
up each morning with news of higher numbers of those sick.  We may be waking up with 
empty bellies because we can’t get our unemployment checks and we can’t afford 
groceries and rent.  God offers us an invitation to rest in the knowledge that God is aware 
of everything we experience and offers a place to rest and breathe.  God has rolled out 
the red carpet for all of us - there are many places to be at rest.  God provides the 
hospitality of relationship and great love and invites us ALL to rest there. 
 
Thomas and Philip speak to our confusion, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.  
How can we know the way?”  and “Lord, Show us the Father and we will be satisfied.”  
Jesus replies to both of those statements patiently and lovingly as if to say, Ok, I don’t 
know how you could have missed this but let me tell you again - I am the Way and the 
Truth and the Life, No one comes to the Father except through me.  This is frequently 
lifted out of context to exclude anyone who doesn’t believe in Jesus.  It is not an exclusive 
statement but a particular answer to Thomas.  Thomas, God sent me so that you would 
know how much you are loved.  Through our relationship, you get a glimpse of the 
Father’s love for you.  It is not intended to leave anyone out but to open the door to the 
great love the Father has for all of us, for all of creation!  Jesus then responds to Philip’s 
request to see the Father with the familiar, How can you say, Show us the Father.  I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me.  As I was rereading this particular sentence, my 
mind kept going to a song.  I had to look it up to remind myself of the original group that 
sang it -  

“If you don’t know me by now, you will never never never know me”  
by Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes 

You can thank me later, you’ll never be able to read this again without that tune coming  
into your head. 
 
This passage is all about relationship and hospitality and community.  In times of 
separation and worry, grief and chaos, pain and anxiety - Jesus reaches out to our 
troubled, hurting hearts and opening his heart to us, leads us into the open, roomy heart 
of God.  God has a permanent place for us to rest our weary heads and hearts.  We 
have been given this great gift for now and forever from the One who has always wanted 
us to rest on that great bosom of comfort and peace! 
 
Comforted, rested and renewed by this great love, we are then sent back out into the 
world to face the challenges that lay before us.  The grief is still there, the sickness is 
still there, the uncertainty is still there but God has put it into perspective and given us 
the ability to share this message of great love so that others may be strengthened and 
comforted.  “Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that 
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If 
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 



 

 

 
Look around you - think of the stories of great love you have heard where ordinary people 
like you and me (and you may have been one of them) reach out to a neighbor who is 
hungry or a first-responder who is tired or a grocery store clerk who is trying their hardest.  
Through the work of the Spirit, we are given the ability to love and care for and provide 
comfort to others like Jesus has done for us.  When we ask for help to assist our 
community and show love to our neighbor - God gives us what we need to do that.  
Hospitality and Relationship are the hallmarks of God’s great love for us and they are 
the way markers of our love for God and each other.  This is how Jesus is present for 
us, here and now, in the Words of Scripture we read to each other, in the prayers we 
pray for each other, in the food we feed to each other and in the love we show to each 
other.   
 
Tell your story, share your love, walk with your neighbor, from a  safe distance, and be 
a part of the healing this world needs to see.  God will heal and love and console through 
us, God’s ambassadors of love and healing and service.  We are God’s hands and feet 
and eyes as we are Church for the sake of the world!  Shalom Beloved ones!  Amen and 
Amen 
   
 
 


