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 Lect 12 – 3rd Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, June 20, 2020 – Pr. Michael Jannett 
 

Matthew 10:24-39 

 

24 Jesus says to his disciples:  “A disciple is not greater than his teacher, nor a slave greater than his master. 25 

It is enough for the disciple to become like his teacher, and the slave like his master. If they have called the head 

of the house ‘Beelzebul,’ how much worse will they call the members of his household! 

 

26 “Do not be afraid of them, for nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing is secret that will not 

be made known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what is whispered in your ear, proclaim 

from the housetops. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Instead, fear the one 

who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Aren’t two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 

falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. 30 Even all the hairs on your head are numbered. 31 So do not 

be afraid; you are more valuable than many sparrows.  

 

32 “Whoever, then, acknowledges me before people, I will acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33 But 

whoever denies me before people, I will deny him also before my Father in heaven. 

 

34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace but a sword! 35 

For I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 

mother-in-law, 36 and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household.  

 

37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter 

more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take up his cross and follow me is not worthy of 

me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life because of me will find it. 

 

 

 

“The Cost of Discipleship” by Pr. Michael Jannett 

 

What does it mean to be white?  Ever asked yourselves that question?  Of course, I ask this to my white siblings 

across the US this day. 

 

What does it mean to be white?  You’ve checked off the box: “Caucasian” But have you ever stopped to think 

what that means?  That, my friends, is Step One 

 

Stop and consider.  I’ll give you 15 seconds of silence.  And for many of you, this will be the FIRST 15 seconds 

in your life that you have stopped to consider this. 

 

(SILENCE FOR 15 SECONDS) 
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My dear friend, who now rests with the Lord, Rev. Wil Rogers, he endured my response to that question.  He 

listened to me as I confess my bias.  My privilege.  I didn’t use those terms, but that’s what it was: bias and 

privilege.   

 

We were in a small group at an event we call “Leadership Convocation,” where Bishop Wright of the Atlanta 

Diocese, Episcopal Church, led us in the work of dismantling racism. 

 

You want to hear my answer?  My biased, privileged answer?  Well, I’ll get there…but first… 

 

The work we did that week opened my eyes to systemic racism of my black siblings, to the systems of 

oppression from which my privilege was birthed: 

 

Slavery, Black Codes, Jim Crow, Separate but Equal, redlining, Law & Order, War on Drugs, which resulted in 

treating drug use and abuse as a CRIMINAL problem and not a MENTAL HEALTH problem 

 

People say, I don’t need to apologize because today – in 2020 – I don’t stand for those things.  I am not racist or 

biased, because I believe those things are wrong!  OK.  That’s fine.    But we are part of a larger system.  You 

cannot define your family of origin.  You cannot deny that we are the products of 400 years of bias.  That would 

be delusional.  We would be kidding ourselves. 

 

Until I was asked that question: “What does it mean to be white?”  I was comfortable.   Me and white Jesus 

were doing just fine.  But that question, on that day, “What does it mean to be white?”  put me into a tailspin 

that I am thankfully, still feeling the effects of today. 

 

As I began that free fall, I experienced a letting go – like when Jesus says “Lose your life that you might find 

it.”  In letting go of some of that bias – for indeed it will be a lifetime of letting go – I had a renewed encounter 

with Jesus that week, an encounter that led me back to my baptism and to Romans 6:  “When we are baptized 

into Christ Jesus, we are baptized into his death…that we might be raised in newness of life” 

 

These are words of hope for me and you, in the midst of bias and bigotry.  Maybe we cannot escape our family 

of origin, but then, that family of origin does NOT have to define our present or future realities.   

 

That day, in that small group, Pr. Will Rogers endured my painful response; painful much more for him than it 

was for me… 

 

My response to the question “What does it mean to be white?”  was this: “I am the default and I get a pass.” 

 

Let that sink in… 

 

“I am the default and I get a pass.” 

 

For most white people, WHITE is not a category.  White just is.  All deviations from that are “not the norm.”  

We can say we are blind to color, but that denies the beauty of the colors in which God created us.  We can say 
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we are NOT biased or bigoted or racist, but we are still reeling from the centuries of racist behavior and 

legislation, and you, and me, all of us are a product of that system. 

 

 

Systems are not something from which one can remove one’s self.  You are part of something larger than just 

you and Jesus reminds his disciples that they, too, are part of a system.  A system that is bent towards 

selfishness and pride…pride in religion; pride in the state; pride in personal gain; pride in status.  And Jesus  

tells them, as they go out, that they will be tempted to give into that pride, that pride that lifts up the self, that 

makes us think that PEACE is the goal. 

 

That’s right, Jesus has something else in mind:  Jesus says, “I did not bring peace, but a sword!” 

 

Jesus seems to be contradicting himself:  He just said in Matthew 13:10, “When you visit, bring “PEACE to this 

house.”  But now, he talks of division, not just between peoples, but even in one’s own household: 

As Jesus alludes to the prophet Micah:  “I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, and a man’s enemies will be the members of his 

household.” 

 

What is Jesus calling for here?  Jesus acknowledges the PRIDE that clouds the minds of all people.  The PRIDE 

that turns us towards earthly loyalties, away from Christ.  And yes, some of those loyalties will mean 

disagreeing with your loved ones 

 

And so, in the path set before us, we see a stumbling block and it causes us to pause; a holy pause; a KAIROS 

moment…  Remembering the Emanuel 9 slain on June 17, 2015, at Mother Emanuel AME Church; 

remembering the devastation of slavery.  And this stumbling block now also calls us back to our baptism, in 

which we are ALL made new. 

 

What does it mean to be white?  What does that mean to you, my fellow white siblings?  Is that an eye-opening 

question?  Or are you rolling your eyes at that question?  And if you are rolling your eyes…please look into the 

eyes of the Emanuel 9, martyred…for no other reason than the color of their skin. 

 

We take up our cross, we do the work of dismantling racism. The cost of discipleship is great, folks. 

 

The goal is to take ourselves out of the center of our lives and rely on our baptism to give us hope.  And the 

change starts with ME. 

 

A century ago, a general question was sent out into the world.  The question was this:  “What is wrong with the 

world?”  Many public figures answered that question, but one stood out.  GK Chesterton responded and said 

this:  “What wrong with the world?  Dear Sir, I am.”  Martin Luther also reminds us, that we are all just a 

bunch of beggars telling other beggars where to find some bread. 

 

We let go of our pride.  We do the work of dismantling racism, allowing the work of God to flow through us, 

remembering that water poured over us…cleansing our hearts…getting us ready to take up our cross 
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We confess that while we may not have ever held a slave, we are still subject to biases and systems that hold 

others oppressed.  In receiving forgiveness, we are freed from pride, and we can take steps to build up, rather 

than tear down one another. 

 

This grace we receive is costly, though – COSTLY GRACE.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer says this about costly grace: 

“Such grace is COSTLY, because it calls us to follow.  And it is GRACE, because it calls us to follow JESUS.  

Grace is COSTLY, because it compels us to submit to the yoke of Christ and follow him, and it is GRACE, 

because Jesus says, “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 

The way forward is a gift to us.  We are freed from pride as a source of strength.  We are freed from all other 

allegiances as a source of hope.  In Jesus we have our hope and our orders: to love and care for ALL people. 

 

And this day, we especially love and care for our black brothers and sisters.  We still care for all of God’s 

creation…but for this day, we show love and care for all black lives. 

 

I pray that you will be changed, as I have and continue to be, by the Love of Jesus, by the COSTLY GRACE 

that you and I are called to receive. 

 

I pray that we make space for confession, that we make space to hold difficult conversations, and that we find a 

path forward, guided by the Holy Spirit 

 

As you show kindness and tenderness this day, I invite you to do as I have done:  Sign the ELCA’s Anti-Racism 

Pledge.  ELCA.org/RacialJusticePledge.  This is a commitment to read, listen, and act in the name of 

dismantling racism. 

 

This is the cost of discipleship.  This is the way. 

 

Thank you and God bless.  Amen. 

 


