
24th Sunday After Pentecost – Lectionary 33 

Sunday, November 15, 2020 – Day after All TN 

 I am Pr. Michael Janne0, Assistant to the Bishop for Forma:on and Communica:on.  Part of what I do is 
work with our synod youth and young adult ministries.  This is the :me of year when we have the All 
Tennessee Lutheran Youth Gathering – youth from across the state of TN, or from anywhere in our synod, to 
come together to grown in faith and to be equipped to love and serve the world.  This is the :me of year when 
short-term recruiters for Young Adults in Global Mission travel around our synod, invi:ng 21-29 year olds to 
consider becoming a part of the YAGM program.   This is the :me of year when college students are looking 
forward to Thanksgiving Break and then re-charging for a final few weeks of school essays and finals.  For our 
high school students, this is the :me for cross country meets, and for Friday Night Lights – for band members, 
cheerleaders, football players, soccer players…and those geQng ready for wrestling, baseball, soccer, track. 

 Throughout their lives, our youth and young adults have met people like you – coaches, teachers, 
church members, friends, mentors, professors, bosses, pastors, deacons, Sunday School teachers.  I give thanks 
to God that you have been there for these young people.   To help them, be in rela:onship with them, to guide 
them, to train them, to nurture them, to FEED them, to inspire them, financially support them. 

 Those rela:onships that you have built with our young people from across this synod is great – in 
normal :mes.   But these rela:onships have become ESPECIALLY important during this pandemic.  This 
pandemic has changed the way we do ministry and CONTINUES to impact our lives, with hospitals straining, 
and school teachers teaching in ways unimagined. 

 This :me of year, I love to warm up to a cup of coffee.    For the students at Georgia Tech, they expect 
the same thing.  Many of them love a nice warm coffee, or mocha, or cappuccino.   And NORMALLY, they can 
get that cup of coffee AT NO EXPENSE, from Grace House, the campus ministry on the campus of Georgia Tech.  
But for safety reasons, they have had to shut down their coffee service.   They have been forced to re-think 
campus ministry. 

 Tusculum University, in Greeneville, TN, has started to formulate a joint Episcopal-Lutheran Campus 
Ministry.   But instead of gathering for pizza and ice cream, they gather via Zoom, looking for materials to 
discuss online, and to gather virtually. 

 Instead of our All Tennessee Lutheran Youth Gathering happening at St. Timothy Lutheran Church, in 
Hendersonville, TN, (Just east of Nashville), we held an online event yesterday.  They SOOO look forward to 
seeing one another, face-to-face.  These state gatherings are SO important to our youth to realize they are NOT 
alone as Lutherans in the South. 

 I share these stories with you, because for years and years, we have done good ministry in this synod.  
We have gathered our youth and young adults and the fruit of those efforts can be found throughout our 
synod, as year aber year, MORE AND MORE of these youth and young adults sense God calling them into 
ministry – as youth leaders, as campus ministers, as volunteers, as deacons, and as pastors.  We pay such good 
a0en:on to the youth and young adult ministries of this synod, that it is no wonder that the Southeastern 
Synod has one of the highest counts for candidates moving towards ordained ministry – to become pastors 
and deacons. 



 I share these stories with you, because this pandemic has had a MAJOR impact on HOW we do these 
ministries.   This pandemic has FORCED us to ask ourselves:  Not just WHAT are we doing in youth and young 
adult ministries; and not just HOW are approaching youth and young adult ministries; but this pandemic has 
FORCED us to ask ourselves, “WHY are we paying so close a0en:on to youth and young adult ministries?” 

 As we ask ourselves WHY we do what we do – not just as a synod – but you, out there in the pews (or 
rather, on your couches or in your cars) – as you ask yourselves WHY you do the ministry that you do…why 
you’ve been CALLED to ministry…I would point you to the Parable that Jesus tells the disciples regarding the 
Talents. 

 A wealthy person heads out of town, puts servants in charge of the property, specifically sharing talents 
with each them – a measure of money.   One gets 5 talents.  Another gets 2 talents.  The third one gets just 1 
talent. 

 The one with 5, invests it, and when the owner of the property comes back, the servant gives back 5 
addi:onal talents back to the owner.  The same happens with the 2 talents.  But the one with the 1 talent…
buries it.  Keeps it safe.   Hidden.  And returns that gib to the owner.  The owner of that land praises the 
servants with 5 and 2 talents for taking the risk, and returning with a profit.  The servant with 1 talent, who 
risked NOTHING, was reprimanded. 

 Jesus has entered in the midst of a :me of wandering for the CHURCH.   The Church seemed to have 
lost its way.    The Church has begun to see itself as an end in itself, as if being a God-follower was something to 
be achieved for status or security.  The Church did not see itself as a means to carrying the Gospel forth.   The 
Church had lots its way and started to treat the Gospel as something to hold onto and protect, to bury itself, 
rather than release the gib of grace.   Just like the servant who buried that ONE talent into the ground. 

 Folks…Jesus libs up the challenge this day and asks us “Why are we called to be the Church this day?” 

 What can the All Tennessee Lutheran Youth Gathering provide to today’s youth?   What can campus 
ministry and young adult ministry look like in this new way?    

This pandemic – tragic as it is – is NOT the end of the CHURCH, but rather, this is an INVITATION now to 
explore, WHY we are the Church. 

 Some folks are doing a WHOLE LOT MORE these days.  Some are doing a WHOLE LOT LESS.   The point is 
not that we measure the number of tasks, but to ask ourselves: 

“What are we doing with this :me we have?”    “How are we adap:ng to our circumstances?”   “What 
are we doing with the gibs and talents we DO have?”   

These ques:ons, and more, point us not to shame, but to HOPE.    

Psalm 90 says this: 1 Lord, you have been our refuge from one genera4on | to another.  2 Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth were born, from age to age you are God. 

In other words, pandemic, or not, you are our God.  You, God, will see us through. 

God is LIGHT.   God is POSSIBILITY.   God NURTURES US! 



To each of us is given a talent, or 2, or 5. 

We are given, “Grace House, Tyson House, Emmaus House” and other campus ministries, where our 
leaders have worked their tails off trying to figure out how to take those 5 talents and create “outdoor office 
hours, socially-distanced hikes, and outdoor ice cream par:es.”   We have turned our Young Adults in Global 
Mission Night into an ONLINE event in which over 400 people viewed our Zoom to Facebook Live.  So not only 
did that event look different than in in-person event, but perhaps we reached even MORE people by asking 
them join in that conversa:on ONLINE. 

In fact, one such person on that YAGM Zoom gathering was an Episcopalian, who served on the 
Presbyterian equivalent of YAGM, as she tuned into our LUTHERAN presenta:on on young adults doing 
mission work.   Strange.  None us could have easily orchestrated that, but it happened.  We put the 5 talents 
out there into the world, and something great happened. 

The All TN Lutheran Youth Gathering yesterday…we shibed…adapted.   We took those talents – church 
leaders and youth and musicians – we put them out there into the world, and created an event that spanned 
hundreds of miles – gathering youth from east TN, middle TN, and west TN.  All for the sake of the Gospel.   
And in that kind of event, it is so difficult to imagine what that harvest will look like years down the road. 

The Young Adult program leaders in the ELCA, especially Savannah Sullivan and several others, have 
had one of the most far-reaching efforts in the ELCA, by moving to an ONLINE, small-group plaporm in the 
midst of this pandemic, connec:ng HUNDREDS – that’s right HUNDREDS of ELCA Young Adults across this 
country.   A ministry by, of, and for young adults.   Because they took those 5 talents and 2 talents, and put 
them out there into the world.  It’s an online event called ABIDE…and the high school graduate equivalent is 
called PASSAGE. 

 PuQng the gibs we’ve been given out into the world is not a HAVE TO kind of thing.  This is an 
invita:on for YOU to take those gibs God has given you and put them out in the world.   Try.  Experiment.   Be 
safe, as far as this pandemic is concerned, but see the current state of things as an opportunity for Re-
imagining what it means to be the CHURCH.    

The Church, re-imagined.    The Church, called back to its roots, to be a light to the world. 

Jesus reminds us – even as we struggle in these days – that we can be about the work of renewing our 
purpose…of re-discovering grace…of geQng out of our own way, so that the Gospel might shine through.   That 
grace and forgiveness and mercy remain at the forefront of our words and ac:ons.   

Be well, friends.   Breathe.  Don’t forget to breathe.    

As fellow pastor, Jay Gamelin once said:  find gracious courage and send these giAs into the universe, 
not because it will work but because it is what your soul cries out to do.   

Follow that call my friends.   Let your soul cry out!  AMEN.


