
 

 

7th Sunday of Easter – Year B – Pr. Patti Axel – May 16, 2021 
 
Good morning friends! I am Pastor Patti Axel, Assistant to the Bishop and 
Director of Evangelical Mission and today I bring you the word of God from 
John’s Gospel!  Listen for the Word of the Lord! 
 
The Holy Gospel: John 17:6-19     Glory to You, O Lord 
6”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for 
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. 
11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I 
protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and 
not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these 
things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to 
protect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I 
do not belong to the world. 
17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into 
the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
The Gospel of the Lord            Praise to You, O Christ 
 
Holy and life-giving Lord, we come to you in both of our natures, seeking to 
be made holy even as we cling to the sins of our human nature.  Help us to 
release the hold that sin has on us and to embrace the grace and salvation 
available to us in relationship with God. Lead us then to reach out to the 
world around us with those holy, life-giving connections that unite us in 
Christ Jesus.  May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our 
hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord our strength and our Redeemer. 



 

 

 
Back in the 60‘s when I was just a little girl, Hal David and Burt Bacharach 
first recorded a song that has long been my favorite; What the World needs 
now is love, sweet love.  First sung by Jackie DeShannon it was later 
recorded by Dionne Warwick and is probably  best remembered that way.   
 

What the world needs now is love, sweet love  

It's the only thing that there's just too little of  

What the world needs now is love, sweet love  

No not just for some but for everyone  

 

Lord, we don't need another mountain  

There are mountains and hillsides enough to climb  

There are oceans and rivers enough to cross Enough to last  

till the end of time 
 
I thought of this song as I was writing my sermon this week because it talks 
of two ways of seeing the world;  
One way is the earth - the beautiful creation we get to live in with 
mountains and hillsides, trees and rivers and oceans - all of them beautiful 
and lush this time of year.  All of it a sign of God’s great love for all of God’s 
creation.   
 
The other way is the world in which we live with each other, with our 
families and friends but also all the rest of humanity - 7.9 billion people 
stretched over roughly 57 million square miles of land. When Jesus talks 
about being in the world but not of the world,  he is talking about the world 
of people who populate and live and govern and sometimes don’t get along 
and who often find it difficult to love one another.   
 
Jesus gave us two commandments - to love God and love each other.  We 
hear a lot about those commandments in our Scriptures.  Jesus focused on 
them because we often have a difficult time understanding how to go about 
loving each other.  We can love God but we have a tough time loving our 
neighbor.  Jesus reminds us that if we can’t love our neighbors, who we 
can see, we cannot love God whom we cannot see. 
 
My friends, there is a lot to try to understand in this passage that is caught 
up in the way John speaks of the love between the persons of the Trinity 
and how that love has been given to Jesus’ disciples - which we can 



 

 

extrapolate to me us too.  We have been invited into the divine love of the 
Trinity and have been commanded to go out into the world to share that 
love with our neighbor.  By the way - everyone we meet is our neighbor and 
all the people on earth we haven’t men - yes, they are our neighbors too.  
 
God took on our form in the person of Jesus; The Son of the Trinity, the 
Logos or Word from the beginning in order to come into the world and show 
us God the Father or divine Parent.  Jesus came to show us how to live 
with each other and how to love each other the way the Trinity - Creator, 
Redeemer, Sustainer love each other and to be completely obedient to 
God, even to the point of dying so that we might have life forever and ever 
with God.  Jesus gave himself up for the sake of the world.   
 
In our Gospel for the 7th Sunday of Easter, we listen in on what he has to 
say to his beloved friends in what we know as the High Priestly Prayer.  
This is what Jesus said to his disciples at the last Supper before he went 
into the garden and was arrested.  He knows his end is near and he is 
preparing to return to the Father and therefore asks God to protect those 
who take his word into the world so that they may make this word known.  
 
Why is that such a big deal?  He is sending them into a world that doesn’t 
know how to love like God loves even though he has spent the last three 
years of his ministry focusing on all the ways we can love each other.  He 
knows that he is going to soon die because he had the audacity to teach 
people to love and care for each other and most people are more 
interested in power and wealth and getting ahead and taking care of their 
own and ignoring at best or killing those who would suggest we could do 
better - or it would seem so if you listen to the news.  Jesus knows, first 
hand, how difficult and dangerous it is to talk about the kind of love God 
has for us and how we could love each other in return in the same way.  
The problem is, we can’t without help.  Another problem is, we really don’t 
want to love all these other people that much. 
 
We might be thinking (I am) How are we going to be able to do what 
Jesus did without getting killed ourselves? 
 
Jesus knows how much help we are going to need. Jesus asks that those 
who have been sent out as he has been sent out would be protected so 
that they may accomplish that which God has sent them out to do - share 
the love of God with their neighbor.  Jesus also asks that they would be 



 

 

hallowed - sent/accompanied by the Spirit, so that they may be able to 
share this love in a world that both needs to be loved and doesn’t want to 
be loved.  What I mean by that is we who have been sent out into this world 
both desperately need to be loved completely and wholly as only God can 
love us but we don’t want to be caught up in the love of Jesus if it means 
that we cannot do it the way we want to do it.   We want love on our own 
terms. We can love our children and maybe our spouses sacrificially but 
the obnoxious next door neighbor who always blows his leaves onto our 
yard? not so much. 
 
We, who are sent out into the world we are in but not of, are of the same 
stuff that those who are in the world, and want love but want it on their own 
terms. We are humans, just like our neighbors but we, maybe unlike our 
neighbors know Jesus and know what Jesus expects from us who have 
been baptized and have access to the Holy Spirit 24/7.  Actually, there are 
about 2.2 billion Christians in the world so there is a very good chance that 
our neighbor has been baptized and has the same access to the Holy 
Spirit.  All those other people? - many of them believe in God too, though 
maybe differently than we do but they love their neighbors too - about as 
well as we do. 
 
SOOOO - Who are we being protected from?  Jesus may want us to 
be protected from our own sinful desires to love our way and not 
God’s way?  
There is a reason Jesus sends the Spirit to accompany us on this journey 
into the world.   

• We would never be able to accomplish what God has sent us to 
accomplish on our own steam. 

• We need the Spirit to work through us so that we don’t lose sight of who 
God has sent us to love - EVERYBODY! 

• We would not love as God loves if left to our own devices because it is 
easier to love who we want to love; people who look like us, people who 
agree with us and see the world as we see it, and people who love us 
back. 

• God commands us to love them but also those who don’t look like us, 
those who don’t see the world as we see it because they have been 
oppressed by our world (and maybe us) and those who have a difficult 
time loving us because we can be pretty impossible to love when we are 
arrogant and self-righteous and judgmental. 

 



 

 

This precarious journey to share God’s inclusive, extravagant love with the 
world is dangerous and not pleasant and to do it we have to lay down our 
life.  What I mean by that is that we have to give up our way of doing it to 
embrace and accept God’s way of doing it.  YES, REALLY!! 
 
Remember back to the beginning of my sermon I mentioned the world as 
the earth - the world as that which was created by God to be good and 
beautiful and life-giving.  The earth, as God created it, is beautiful and life-
giving for all of its creatures - not just human beings.  All created beings on 
this earth are interconnected in ways we cannot begin to comprehend.  
From single cell organisms to human organisms that have millions of cells - 
we depend upon each other in intricate and delicate ways we don’t always 
understand.    
 
The world as humanity has defined it is fraught with anger and fear and 
violence and pain because we have responded to each other out of fear 
and anger and pain and violence.  Humanity has forgotten how to love as 
God loves and cannot do that alone, without help from the Holy Spirit.  
When we succumb to the myth of separation  - when we think we are 
supreme and above everything else, even other people, we are of this 
world.  When we arrogantly think we can do it alone, we are of this world.   
 
When we live in God’s truth and love, there is no separation from God, from 
other human beings, from animals and birds and fish and from this beautiful 
world we were placed in to live and we experience Joy! 
 
When we read in Scripture the word disciples, the ones that God gave 
Jesus to teach and love and guide, we are included in that.  Anyone who 
takes God seriously and believes in God and that God will love us and help 
us love each other in that same way is a disciple.  When we put our way of 
doing things to the side so that we can follow how Jesus teaches us and 
the Spirit reminds and leads us we are participating in God’s divine work on 
our behalf and on behalf of all of creation.  We get glimpses of that every 
so often and when we do, the joy of Christ fills us to overflowing and we are 
reminded of our connection to God and our neighbor.  
 
We have been given a commandment to love God and love our neighbor 
and with God’s help, by the Spirit, we can do that.  We can feel the joy of 
divine love shared among all of humanity but we have to lay down our will 



 

 

and accept God’s will.  We have to do it God’s way because we cannot 
accomplish these commandments on our will alone.   
 
         We are connected! 
             We are claimed! 
                 We are gathered! 
                    and we are Sent! 
 
 to love,  
   to care for, 
     to serve 
       and to lay aside our own way 
 
What the world needs now, in such a big and complete way, is love sweet 

love - no, not just for some but for everyone!! 
    
   to do this in God’s way, to do it the right way,  
 

to bring about the kin-dom now!! 
 

Amen and Amen! 
 
 
 
 


